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A Vision for Engaging our Community 
 
 On February 14, we held our Annual          
Celebration in which we looked back on all that God 
did in and through Friedens Church in 2015.  Last 
year truly was exciting for the Friedens family.  For 
instance:  we experienced 25% growth in our     
Sunday-morning attendance, God worked power-
fully in many people’s lives, we grew healthier    
financially, and we had a lot of fun as a church    
family.  God has richly blessed us.  However, when 
God blesses someone, He expects that His blessings 
will benefit others as well.  For instance, in Genesis 
12:2-3, God told Abraham, ‘I will bless you...and you 
will be a blessing...and all peoples on earth will be 

blessed through you.’  I believe 
this principle also applies to us 
as Christians and as a church.          
Borrowing an image from Tony 
Evans in the Horizontal Jesus 

curriculum, we are to be ‘conduit Christians,’ not 
‘cul-de-sac Christians;’ God’s blessings should flow 
through us to others.  He didn’t design the church 
to be an inwardly-focused community; we are to be 
active in engaging our culture for the sake of the 
Gospel.   
 

Jesus & Home-Field Advantage 
 
 As Christians, we recognize that Jesus is the 
One who can give people true life; as He said in 
John 10:10, ‘I have come that they might have life, 
and have it abundantly.’   
 
 However, it is no secret that our society’s 
interest in Jesus and church is declining.  More and 
more people consider the church to be irrelevant 
and Christianity to be outdated.  As a result, many 
people who desire to honor Christ and live by bibli-
cal values feel like outsiders in their own culture.  
 
 In recent months, I’ve been drawn to a 
sports analogy to describe how many Christians 
feel.  In the NFL, teams strive to 
secure home-field advantage 
through the playoffs.  Home-field 
advantage is a big deal in sports.  
In fact, both of this year’s Super 

Bowl teams had home-field advantage throughout 
the playoffs.  For many generations, Christians    
essentially enjoyed home-field advantage here in 
America.  Certainly not everyone 
was Christian.  But people’s values 
were generally based on the Judeo
-Christian worldview, and church 
attendance was a priority for most 
people.  But not any longer.  Our 
culture is undergoing seismic 
shifts, and the result is that Christians don’t enjoy 
the same type of ‘home-field advantage’ we did in 
the past, which can feel very disorienting.   We have 
to face the reality that much of our society dismiss-
es the value of Christianity and the church, and in 
doing so they miss out on the true life that Jesus 
offers.  But it is in this cultural context that we have 
a unique opportunity.   
 

Our Redemptive Calling 
 
 In Jeremiah 29, God was speaking through 
the prophet Jeremiah to His people who were living 
in exile in Babylon.  He said, ‘Seek the peace and 
prosperity of the city to which I have carried you 
into exile.  Pray to the LORD for it, because if it 
prospers, you too will prosper’ (29:7).  Keep in 
mind that these were exiles, literally living in a    
foreign land.  They most certainly did not have 
home-field advantage.  As they looked around, they 
would have felt so out-of-place.  But God didn’t tell 
them to reject their city or to cloister together in an 
‘us versus them’ mentality; instead, God command-
ed them to be a blessing to the city, to seek the 
peace of the city – its wholeness, its well-being, its 
vitality – and to pray for the city.   
 
 God calls us, as Christians, to engage with 
our community in a redemptive manner.   In John 
20:21, Jesus said, ‘As the Father has sent me, so I 
am sending you.’  What was Jesus’ 
mission?  It centered on reconcil-
ing us with God through His death 
and resurrection.  But as the    
Gospel takes root in our lives, it 
has practical implications in everything we do,    
including how we engage with the needs of our 
community.   

 
A Contagious Gospel 

 
 As we look at these topics, I find the exam-
ple of the early church very inspiring.   In a period 
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of about 300 years, the number of Christians grew 
from just a few thousand to, perhaps, up to 30 mil-
lion.  There are many factors that contributed to 
this amazing growth, but one of the 
primary factors was the way in which 
normal, everyday Christians were a 
blessing to the people around them.  
Let me give you one example (which 
comes from Rodney Stark’s book, The 
Rise of Christianity). 
 
 In those first centuries of the early church, 
there were at least two major epidemics that swept 
through the Roman Empire.  These epidemics 
claimed the lives about a third of the Empire’s  
population.  In the face of terrible conditions     
during these epidemics, many pagans fled the cities 
for the relative safety of the countryside – especial-
ly the upper class, government leaders, and pagan 
priests.  The only functioning social network left 
behind was the church.   
 
 The church was extremely active in provid-
ing two things:  1) the Gospel, which gives hope       
beyond the grave, and 2) they also provided basic 
nursing care to those around them – to both Chris-
tians and non-Christians.  The church didn’t have 
any magic potion or medicine to cure the plague, 
but it turns out that survival of these terrible      
diseases had a lot to do with a person’s access to 
the basic elements of life, such as food, clean water, 
basic hygiene, and friendship.  Studies have shown 
that the sacrificial love of these Christians cut the 
mortality rate of those to whom they ministered by 
two-thirds or even more.   
 
 So in the aftermath of these epidemics, a 
very disproportionate number of those remaining 
would have been either Christians or pagans who 
had been nursed through their sickness by       
Christian neighbors.  And with their family and 
friends decimated by the plague, it is no wonder 
that many of these neighbors, seeking new friends 
and family, would naturally convert to Christianity.   
 
 The church grew not only because of the 
Gospel that provided hope beyond the grave, but 
because everyday, normal Christians put their life 
on the line to care for those around them.  Was it a 
sacrifice?  Yes.  Did Christians die in the process?  
Yes, many did.  But their death was not in vain; 
these humble Christians who were simply seeking 
to love their neighbors as themselves changed the 

course of world history and of eternity.  Through 
their practical love, these early Christians created 
an environment where the Gospel was even more 
contagious than the plague.  
 
 Now, you may be thinking that our commu-
nities’ problems are nowhere near epidemic       
proportions.  In many ways, you’re right.  But our 
communities do face very real, challenging issues, 
not least of which are spiritual apathy, indifference, 
and antagonism.  If we, as Christians, are to work 
for the well-being of our city, and if we understand 
that Jesus is sending us out into the world to meet 
people on their turf and to care for them in          
practical ways, it is imperative that we step up and 
address our society’s issues in a meaningful,        
ongoing, and redemptive manner.   
 

A Vision for Ongoing, Intentional OUTreach 
 
 With this in mind, Friedens’ Leadership 
Board is continuing their effort to seek God’s 
direction for an OUT-oriented vision for 
how we will intentionally engage with 
our community in the coming years.  
Our mission remains unchanged:  
‘Making disciples of Jesus through UP-IN-OUT rela-
tionships.’  This mission gives us ‘marching orders’ 
for our day-to-day ministry activities.  The vision, 
however, takes the mission a step further.  The vi-
sion will provide a compelling picture of what we        
believe God will do through the Friedens family if 
we are faithful to His calling, and it is intentionally 
focused on ministering to our surrounding commu-
nity in a meaningful way.  This vision will:  
 Give us a big-picture goal that instills purpose 

and direction to everything we do, rather than 
just going through the motions of church activi-
ties week-after-week, year-after-year. 

 Engage our community in a way that causes 
people to take notice of the way Christians are 
being a blessing to them. 

 Inspire us to respond ‘heroically’ to what God 
wants to do through us. 

 
 Here’s a challenging question to consider:  If 
Friedens Church closed down in 2016, would any-
one in the surrounding community notice?  Would 
anyone really care?  Our goal is that God will be 
working through Friedens in such a meaningful and 
attractive way that many people will be inspired to 
seek and follow Jesus.   


